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movement. In general that movement proceeded, at a high
level of intensity, along surprisingly non-violent and well-
organized lines, and keeping with remarkable deter-
mination towards the one objective of paralyzing and thus
overthrowing the British domination of India. Towards
the latter part of 1921 Abu-1 Kalam Azad, the 'all brothers,
and many other leaders were arrested. The speeches for
which they were convicted were repeated on hundreds of
platforms all over India. The British were determined to
crush the movement, the people of India were determined
to suffer anything from British hands rather than to let
their movement be crushed. Gladly they went to jail
proud not to submit. There was an orgy of arrests at the
end of the year : Nahru estimates 16 that during December
and January 1921-22, thirty thousand persons were im-
prisoned for their politics.
Then, in February 1922, Gandhi called off the whole
movement.
The fact that the movement stopped when he did so,
rather than continuing .on its own initiative, is some com-
ment on its character. The more radical middle-class
* leaders were in jail and the lower classes did not produce
leaders of their own. to continue the struggle. Further,
the fact that the government had then, and not before,
begun its arrests and counter-attack, implies that by the
end of 1921 it felt that the movement was beginning to
weaken. Nevertheless, the sudden stopping came as a
shock. " The Muslims reeled "17. The emotional frustration
that ensued was morbid.
But the Muslims had still more cause to be emotionally
frustrated They had fought with the idea of protecting the
empire and authority of the Sultan-Khalifah, of defending
the Ottoman empire against Britain. Already the people
of most of that empire had risen and overthrown the
Sultan's hold over them. The Indian Khilafatists did not
heed this fact over much; their plan was, vaguely, to have that
hold re-enforced. But they could hardly disregard the
next development: in November 1922 the people of, the